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Panel to Call 
Ex-Agent on 
Oswald Tape 
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Washington Post 

WASHINGTON—' The House 
Select Committee on Assas- 
sinations plans to subpena 
retired CIA officer David A. 
Phillips to question him about 
a telephone call made by Lee 
Harvey Oswald to the Soviet 
Embassy in Mexico City eight 
weeks before the assassina- 
tion of President Kennedy. 

A committee source - said 
Phillips, who heads the Assn, 
of Retired Intelligence Offi- 
cers, which is leading a de- 
fense of CIA actions, will be 
subpenaed to testify within a 
few days before a closed ses- 
sion of the committee’s unit 
investigating the Kennedy . 
assassination. 

Richard A. Sprague, chief 
counsel of the full committee, 
said yesterday that the com- 
mittee has launched an in- 
vestigation into circumstan- 
ces surrounding the telephone 
call as reported by the Wash- 
ington Post. 

The Post story said the 
CIA intercepted and tape 
recorded Oswald’s telephone 
call to the Soviet Embassy 
in late September 1983, but 
did not turn it over to the 
FBI, which has reponslbility 
for investigating possible 
spies, and did not later turn 
it over to he Warren Com- 
mission during its investiga- 
tion of the Kennedy assas- 
sination. 

Instead, the CIA gave the 
FBI a brief report that did 
not mention Oswald’s offer 
of information and said only 
that Oswald had contacted 
the Soviet Embassy. The 
CIA later provided the War- 
ren Commission and the 
Senate Intelligence Commit- 
tee, which investigated the 
Kennedy assassination ear- 


lier this year, with tran- 
scripts of Oswald’s call that 
omitted his offer of informa- 
tion. 

After the assassination, 
the CIA claimed it was not 
aware of most of Oswald’s 
activities in Mexico City be- 
fore the assassination be- 
cause Oswald had not men- 
tioned his name in his con- 
versations. Reflecting this 
claim, the Warren Commis- 
sion report said the fact Os- 
wald had visited the Cuban 
Embassy in Mexico City was 
not known until after tha 
assassination. 

However, Phillips — who 
saw the CIA transcripts of 
Oswald’s conversations be- 
fore the assassination — the 
CIA translator in charge of 
preparing the transcripts and 
the typist who prepared 
them each told the Post that 
Oswald had mentioned his 
name in the conversations. 

They also said Oswald was 
offering information to the 
Soviets and requesting a free 
trip to Russia. 

Since the CIA claims the 
tapes of Oswald’s calls were 
destroyed about a week after 
the conversations took place, 
few individuals have person- 
al knowledge of what was 
said. 

The CIA. has declined to 
comment. 

In addition to obtaining 
Phillips’ testimony, a House 
assassination committee 
source said the panel intends 
to identify and interview the 
CIA translator and typist, 
who were interviewed by the 
Post in Mexico. 

Phillips said yesterday 
from his home in Bethesda; 
Md., that committee investi- 
gators were in touch with 
him and wanted to talk with 
him further. 



